STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 16, 844
g
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH denyi ng her application for Supplenental Fuel Assistance.
The issue is whether the petitioner's "fuel househol d' nust
i ncl ude her roommate and whether her roommate's income nust be
counted in determning the petitioner's eligibility for the

fuel program

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner lives with a roonmate with whom she
equal |y shares all househol d expenses. The petitioner's
income is disability benefits of $568.54 a nonth. Her
roonmmate i s enployed and receives gross wages of $2,322 a
nont h.

2. The Departnent denied the petitioner's application
for fuel assistance based on excess inconme. The Departnment
allowed the petitioner's roommate a 20 percent earnings
deducti on of $464.40 and the petitioner the maxi num $150
di sability deduction for a net household income of $2,276,
which is well in excess of the program naxi mrumfor a two-
person househol d of $1,173.

3. The petitioner feels her roommate's i nconme shoul d not
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be counted in determning her eligibility for fuel assistance
because, despite the disparity in their incomes, their shares

of the househol d expenses are divided equally.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
The regul ati ons define a fuel household as "one or nore
persons who reside in the sanme living unit as a single
econonmi ¢ unit who, in comopn, customarily purchase energy for
home heating fuel. . ." WAM § 2901.1(4). The regul ations
further specify that unless specifically exenpted all persons
residing in the fuel household nust be included in the
application for fuel assistance benefits. WAM § 2901. 2(c).
None of the listed exenptions applies to the petitioner. The
maxi mum i ncome under the program for a two-person househol d,
after all allowable deductions, is $1,173 per nmonth. See
Procedures Manual 8 P-2905 B. As noted above, even with al
t he al |l owabl e deductions the petitioner's household' s incone
($2,276) is far in excess of the program maxi num
| nasnmuch as the Departnment's decision was in accord with
the pertinent regulations, the Board is bound by law to
affirm 3 V.S.A 8§ 3091(d) and Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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